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THE MITIGATOR
Samuel Colabufo
A fifteen-page editorial magazine feature on a tense thriller about rage, guilt, justice, and the
dangerous comfort of believing you are the only one willing to do what has to be done.
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03 • THE BOOK

A Thriller Built Around a
Warning
THE MITIGATOR

The supplied description introduces Joseph Goodness as a man with an unusual ability: when angry
people are close enough, he can feel what they are about to do. It is a talent he never asked for, and
one that becomes consequential when he intervenes in a brutal attack inside a Syracuse convenience
store.

That intervention places Joe in the orbit of Hugh Darvish, a celebrated developer whose wealth,
influence, and philanthropy have made him difficult to challenge. Suspicion becomes obsession as Joe
begins uncovering a network involving human trafficking, corruption, and disappearances.

The story then widens. Federal agents circle. Bodies surface. Witnesses vanish. Joe is pulled toward a
confrontation with a man protected by money, power, and people prepared to kill for him.

“He knows when violence is coming.”
The premise places an unusual perception inside a recognizable human struggle: what happens when
a person who can sense danger decides that sensing is no longer enough?

The supplied description frames the novel as tense and atmospheric, with rage, guilt, justice, and the
dangerous comfort of believing that only one person is willing to do what has to be done at its center.
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04 • THE AUTHOR

SAMUEL COLABUFO
Central New York • Teacher • Reader • Novelist

Colabufo describes himself as a native Central New Yorker. He earned
degrees from Le Moyne College and Syracuse University and worked for
more than 25 years as a high school teacher in the city of Syracuse.

His biography also emphasizes the life surrounding the writing: time with
his wife, Colleen, and hiking local trails with their dog, Sadie. He writes of
a family of teachers and a family of undersized hockey players—people he
calls “tenacious.”

In his own account, the desire to be a writer eventually gave way to something simpler: the desire to
write. He describes that change as bringing more pleasure to the work.

His supplied biography lists New Day, a paranormal novella; Lucky Struck, a literary novel; and The
Mitigator, a thriller released by Solstice Publishing in 2026.

That path—from classroom, reading life, and accumulated writing to published fiction—provides useful
context for a novel whose central concern is what people do when words, rules, and institutions no
longer seem sufficient to them.
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05 • THE PREMISE

A Gift That Changes the
Stakes
Joseph Goodness begins with knowledge rather than conventional power: he can sense what angry
people are about to do. The ability gives him warning, not immunity.

When Joe stops a brutal attack inside a Syracuse convenience store, the gift becomes consequential.
The intervention exposes him and draws the attention of Hugh Darvish.

From there, the supplied plot moves from immediate violence to a larger hidden system. Joe's
suspicion becomes an investigation, and that investigation connects him to trafficking, corruption,
disappearances, federal attention, and witnesses who do not remain safe.

THE STORY'S ESCALATION

01 Perception
Joe senses impending violence.

02 Intervention
He acts during an attack in Syracuse.

03 Exposure
His action brings him to Darvish's attention.

04 Investigation
He uncovers a wider network of wrongdoing.

05 Moral Crisis
The line between witness and vigilante begins to blur.
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06 • JOSEPH GOODNESS

The Man Who Knows
Joe's defining trait is also his burden. He knows when violence is coming, but the supplied material
makes clear that this knowledge does not make him detached from violence. It draws him toward
decisions.

His character arc is therefore framed less as a simple battle between hero and villain than as a
question of self-definition. The description explicitly asks what kind of man Joe is willing to become and
how much of himself he is willing to lose.

THE MORAL PRESSURE

Joe is positioned between several identities: witness, intervenor, investigator, and vigilante. Each
carries a different relationship to responsibility.

WITNESS Sees danger and knows what may happen.

INTERVENOR Acts when violence is already unfolding.

INVESTIGATO
R

Follows suspicion into a larger network.

VIGILANTE Faces the temptation to decide that personal action is justified.

The supplied description calls this a “dangerous
comfort”: the belief that one person is the only one
willing to do what has to be done. That phrase captures
the story's central psychological tension without
resolving it for the reader.
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07 • HUGH DARVISH

The Power of Being
Untouchable
Hugh Darvish is introduced through contrast. He is a celebrated developer whose wealth, influence,
and philanthropy have made him, in the supplied description, effectively untouchable.

The contrast becomes sharper because Joe's first response is suspicion. Joe believes that polished
public identities can conceal something darker. The description then connects Darvish to the network
Joe uncovers.

PUBLIC IMAGE / PRIVATE THREAT

PUBLIC Celebrated developer; wealth; influence; philanthropy.

PRIVATE Presented in the plot description as connected to trafficking, corruption,
disappearances, and lethal protection.

CONFLICT Joe's suspicion turns into an increasingly dangerous pursuit.

The novel's tension comes partly from that imbalance: one man has social protection, money, and
influence; the other has perception, persistence, and a willingness to go further.
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08 • THE INVESTIGATION

A Hidden Network Comes
Into View
The supplied description shifts The Mitigator from a single violent incident into a broader investigation.
Human trafficking, corruption, and disappearances form the larger pattern Joe begins to see.

The story also introduces institutional pressure. Federal agents are circling while bodies surface and
witnesses vanish. That combination makes information itself dangerous: discovering the truth is not
the same thing as being able to survive it.

FROM LOCAL INCIDENT TO WIDER CONSPIRACY

SYRACUSE The convenience-store attack that exposes Joe.

CENTRAL NEW
YORK The regional space in which the investigation develops.

CANADIAN BORDER The supplied description says the hidden network stretches toward the border.

FEDERAL
ATTENTION Agents become part of the escalating pressure.

DISAPPEARANCES Witnesses vanish as the investigation advances.

The result is an investigation where every new piece of knowledge increases the stakes rather than
simply solving the puzzle.
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09 • RAGE & JUSTICE

The Emotional Engine
The Mitigator is explicitly described as a thriller about rage, guilt, and justice. Those three ideas create
a triangle around Joe's choices.

RAGE The force that signals violence and pushes the story toward action.

GUILT The personal cost implied by the question of how much of himself Joe is willing to
lose.

JUSTICE The ideal that becomes complicated when personal action begins to replace
ordinary limits.

The supplied description does not present justice as an uncomplicated destination. Instead, it asks
what happens when the desire to stop wrongdoing starts demanding increasingly personal forms of
violence and sacrifice.

That is what gives the premise its editorial interest: the
threat is external, but the deepest conflict is also
internal.
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10 • THE VIGILANTE QUESTION

When Witness Becomes
Action
One of the book's clearest tensions is stated directly in the supplied description: “the line between
vigilante and witness begins to disappear.”

That line is important because Joe's knowledge creates an unusual ethical position. He may know
something is about to happen before others do. But knowing does not automatically determine what
he should do.

A QUESTION THE STORY LEAVES OPEN

How much personal violence can be
justified in the pursuit of a larger idea
of justice—and what happens to the
person who keeps crossing that
boundary?
The description says Joe must decide what kind of man he is and how much of himself he is willing to
lose. That makes the moral problem inseparable from the action plot.

Rather than reducing the conflict to a simple good-versus-evil equation, the supplied material points
toward consequences: identity, guilt, sacrifice, and the danger of believing that one's own judgment is
the final authority.
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11 • PLACE & ATMOSPHERE

Central New York as Story
Territory
The supplied material roots The Mitigator in a specific geographic imagination. Syracuse is the location
of the convenience-store attack, while the broader investigation stretches across Central New York
toward the Canadian border.

That regional frame is especially relevant because Colabufo identifies himself as a native Central New
Yorker and spent more than 25 years teaching in Syracuse. The place is therefore part of the author's
supplied biography as well as part of the novel's plot description.

THE GEOGRAPHY OF THE STORY

SYRACUSE The immediate setting of the attack that brings Joe into the larger conflict.

CENTRAL NEW
YORK

The regional setting associated with the unfolding investigation.

CANADIAN
BORDER

The far edge of the network described in the supplied synopsis.

The result is a thriller whose geography is not abstract: its central conflict begins in an identifiable
local setting and expands outward as the stakes grow.
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12 • THE WRITER'S PATH

From Teacher and Reader to
Novelist
Colabufo's biography describes writing as something that developed alongside a long working life
rather than replacing it. He worked as a high school teacher for more than 25 years and describes
himself as a lifelong novel reader.

He says that when he was young, he wanted to be a writer, but that desire eventually changed into the
simpler desire to write. In his telling, that shift brought more pleasure to the process.

A SHORT PUBLICATION PATH

EARLY DESIRE A childhood or young-adult wish to be a writer, as described in the biography.

NEW DAY A paranormal novella listed among his published works.

LUCKY STRUCK A literary novel listed in his biography.

THE MITIGATOR A thriller released by Solstice Publishing in 2026.

The biography presents the writing life as an accumulation: reading, working, writing, publishing, and
continuing to write for the pleasure of the act itself.



THE MITIGATOR  •  SAMUEL COLABUFO 13

13 • A LIFE OF WORK

Many Jobs, One Respect for
Work
Colabufo's biography reaches beyond publishing. He describes having done many kinds of jobs,
including loading tractor trailers for FedEx and coaching tennis. He says those experiences gave him a
healthy respect for work done well—or at least attempted to be.

That detail is revealing because it presents authorship not as an isolated identity but as another form
of work. The biography places teaching, coaching, manual labor, reading, family life, hiking, and
writing in the same broad portrait.

THE AUTHOR'S OWN DETAILS

EDUCATIO
N

Le Moyne College; Syracuse University.

TEACHING More than 25 years as a high school teacher in Syracuse.

WORK Experiences including FedEx trailer loading and tennis coaching.

FAMILY A teacher wife, Colleen, and a family tradition of teachers.

WRITING A transition from wanting to be a writer to taking pleasure in writing.

For an editorial profile, these details matter because they show the author in his own terms: not only
as a novelist, but as a person who has spent years observing people, work, responsibility, and the
stories people carry.
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14 • WHY THIS STORY

The Ideas the Novel Puts in
Tension
The supplied material suggests that The Mitigator is built around contradictions rather than easy
answers. Its protagonist wants to stop violence, yet must confront what violence can make of him.

KNOWLEDGE vs.
ACTION

Sensing danger is different from deciding what to do about it.

JUSTICE vs.
VENGEANCE

Stopping wrongdoing can become complicated when personal rage enters
the equation.

POWER vs.
EXPOSURE

Darvish's public influence contrasts with Joe's increasingly dangerous
pursuit.

WITNESS vs.
VIGILANTE

The story explicitly describes the boundary between these roles as
disappearing.

SELF-PRESERVA
TION vs.
SACRIFICE

Joe must decide how much of himself he is willing to lose.

These tensions give the thriller its editorial shape. The
external plot supplies danger, but the deeper question
is personal: what does a person become when he
decides that he alone must act?
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15 • CLOSING NOTE

The Book and the Author,
Together
The Mitigator arrives from an author whose biography is grounded in Central New York, a long teaching
career, a lifelong reading life, and a gradual move from wanting to write to simply writing.

Its supplied premise is equally grounded in a recognizable moral problem: violence is coming,
someone sees it, and the person who intervenes may discover that stopping one threat creates a
much larger responsibility.

THE MITIGATOR

Samuel Colabufo
A tense, atmospheric thriller about rage, guilt, justice, and the dangerous comfort of believing you are
the only one willing to do what has to be done.

BOOK INFORMATION
Title: The Mitigator
Author: Samuel Colabufo
Format supplied: Kindle Edition
Publisher noted in the supplied biography: Solstice Publishing
Release noted in the supplied biography: 2026

Amazon author/book link supplied by the user: https://www.amazon.com/Samuel-Colabufo/e/B0DS9XTNFL/

Editorial note: This feature is based on the book description, author biography, images, and requirements supplied for
this project. It does not add plot facts beyond those materials.



